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Newsletter No: 9             Wednesday, 13
th

 June, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 

We have had a busy week preparing for the Opening and Blessing of our Administration 
Refurbishment on Friday morning. We are really looking forward to celebrating this event with the 
Most Reverand Bishop Michael and the Assistant to the Director Schools - Michael McCusker. I 
thank Mr Sharpe for all his work in preparing the grounds and gardens for this event. The school is 
looking great. There are so many other people to thank also who have been instrumental in 
organising this special event - staff, parents and students,  to whom  we are extremely grateful to for 
all your assistance. Our Opening and Blessing ceremony will commence at 9.30am on Friday in the 
hall and we would love as many parents as possible to attend.  

 
ASSEMBLY  

 
Due to our Blessing and Opening, we will not have our usual assembly on Friday morning. We will 
present MJR awards and Good Manners Awards to the children after second break on Friday. 
 
There will also be no assembly next Monday due to our Athletics Carnival. We will have assembly on 
Tuesday morning instead. 
 
Our annual Athletics Carnival is next Monday 18

th
 June on the John Lyons Oval. All children are 

expected to attend the carnival as it is a school day. The day will commence at about 9.00am. When 
children are not competing they are to stay in their House colour, to support their team. At the end of 
the day, if parents wish to take their children home with them, could you please inform your child’s 
class teacher directly so the roll can be marked? We hope the weather stays as beautiful as it has 
been.  
 
Special thanks to Jade Scott for her hard work in preparing our program for the carnival and also to 
Bruce Sharpe, Jason Sharpe and Neil and Xian Boreham for marking out our oval for the day. This 
has been a huge job. 

 
Go Fitzroy (Blue)! Go Merara (Green)! Go Copperfield (Gold)! 

 
I would also like to thank all families that completed the School Satisfaction Survey over the past 
couple of weeks. We had about 50% of families complete the survey. In the next couple of weeks we 
will view the feedback we have received and analyse the data to help shape the future direction of 
our school. 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

UNIFORM for OPENING AND BLESSING 
 

All students are asked to wear their formal uniform to school this 
Friday for the Opening and Blessing. Thank you for your support 
with this. 

 
NAIDOC WEEK 

 

During the second week of the school holidays (6 – 13 July) the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community will celebrate 
NAIDOC week. NAIDOC week is an annual celebration that is held 
across Australia during the month of July. It celebrates the unique 
history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and is celebrated by all Australians.    
Each year a theme is chosen to help celebrate NAIDOC Week, this 
year’s theme is ‘Because of Her, We Can’. The 2018 theme 

proudly acknowledges and honours the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women who have, and continue to make, invaluable 
contributions to our communities, our families, our rich history and 
our nation. 
www.naidoc.org.au  
 

How can we celebrate NAIDOC in our school community?  

 Participate in the planned activities in your school. 

 Attend NAIDOC Liturgy on the 23
rd

 July 2018 9.30am at St 
Joseph’s Parish, North Mackay. 

 Share your stories with each other of Indigenous women 
who have made a significant impact in your life. 

 

Karlie Tatchell 
Regional Indigenous Education Liaison Officer 
 

SPIRIT OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION AWARD 
 
I am pleased to announce that Vicki Walsh and Tina Jansen have  
been nominated for a Spirit of Catholic Education Award this year 
for their work in our school, and their contributions to Catholic  
Education. The Awards are celebrated during Catholic  
Education Week, which will be held during Week 3 of Term 3. 
We are extremely appreciative of the hard work and  
dedication these ladies contribute to our school community. 
 

PREP ENROLMENT INTERVIEWS FOR 2019 
 

I have commenced Prep Enrolment Interviews this week and will 
continue these for the next few weeks. I look forward to meeting 
new families as well as catching up with current families who have 
children commencing Prep next year. If you know of anyone else 
wanting to enrol children at MacKillop for 2019 please ask them to 
get their enrolment forms in as soon as possible. 
 

PRAYERS 

 
Please remember in your prayers anyone who is 
sick within our community. We pray for God’s 
healing and restoration. 
We pray for: 

 Gracie Norman’s Poppy who is unwell at this time.  

 

VACATION CARE 

 
If you are requiring a position at our Outside School Hours Care 
program for the holidays or Pupil Free Day coming up, can you 
please contact Donna on 0417291439 to secure a place. The 
program can be found at the back of the newsletter. 
 

 
 
 

YEAR 6 SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We currently have the following Year 6 School Photos 

on the noticeboard in our office for parents to order. 

Order forms are available in the office and all orders are 

to be placed directly with Advanced Life. 

* Year 6 Muck Up Photo 

* SRC 2018 

* House Captains 2018 

* School Leaders 2018 

 

 

PUPIL FREE DAY! 

 

Friday 22nd June 

 

 

 

DESKS AND BUNK BED TO GIVE AWAY 
  

We have some old desks to give away if anyone is interested. Also 
we have our old bunk beds from sick bay to give away if anyone is 

interested in these. Please see the office.  

 

 
 

 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi048HoruTaAhUTO7wKHc2mA2gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.worldbulletin.net/christianity/135530/us-top-court-endorses-prayers-before-town-meetings&psig=AOvVaw0OS-etk04tWO4Hru0bHQw9&ust=1525259033298122
http://www.naidoc.org.au/


 

 

 

In Confirmation we receive the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We are strengthened for our faith journey. 
 

This weekend 4 children from MacKillop will receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation at our Parish Masses. These children and their 

families have been preparing for the reception of this Sacrament for 
several months. 

 
Confirmation renews and strengthens our 
baptismal call to bear witness to Christ.   

Confirmation is the Sacrament where the 
children receive the Holy Spirit into their 

lives. 
In Confirmation the child is sealed into the 
Church, assisting him or her to continue to 
grow in their faith and their love of Jesus. 

 
Let us Pray… 

Dear God, 
We ask your blessings on our 

Confirmation candidates as they 
confirm their faith in you – Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. 
Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

help them to walk in your way 
of love and service to others. 

May they live always as people of 
prayer who make good choices in 

their lives. 
We make this prayer through Jesus, 

our Lord, Amen. 

 

DATE TO REMEMBER! 
Sunday 24

th
 June – Children’s Sunday Mass 9am St. 

Joseph’s Church. 
MacKillop children and their families are especially invited 

to participate in Sunday Mass.          
 

 

SACRAMENTAL DATES! 
CONFIRMATION CEREMONY THIS WEEK!!! 

 

Confirmation Practice – Friday 15
th

 June 3:30pm 

Confirmation Ceremony – Parish Masses 16
th

/17
th

 June 

First Communion Practice – Friday 20
th

 July 3:30pm 

First Communion Celebration -Parish Masses 21
st

/22
nd

 

July 

 
Please pray for all those who continue their 

preparation for the Sacraments. 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord 

God Bless, 

Helen Privett 

Assistant Principal Religious Education 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to 

their Elders and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MACKILLOP ATHLETICS CARNIVAL  
 

Our Annual Athletics Carnival  will be held at school on Monday 
the 18

th
 June with all students from Prep – Year 6 expected to 

attend.  The day will have field (discus, long jump, shot put) and 
track events (1500m, 800m, 200m and sprints) as well as the 
traditional novelty games.  High Jump will be conducted during PE 
lessons this year due to time restraints.  We hope to commence the 
sports carnival at 9.00am sharp.  Students are encouraged to come 
in their house colours and to bring any accessories of that 
colour……funky socks, coloured zinc, streamers etc all add to the 
spirit of “Sports Day”.   
 
If you are able to assist in the preparation of the day please contact 
the office ASAP.  Any help is appreciated . 
 
The schedule of events can be found at the back of the newsletter. 
 

 

CUMBERLAND ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
 

Depending on students’ performance at our school carnival they 
may be selected to represent MacKillop at the Cumberland Athletics 
trials on Tuesday 17

th
 July. A note will be sent home in week 10  

with your child if they are selected.   
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  

 

 

MacKillop will be having an Art Show  

for the children to showcase their art  

work they have completed within the  

Arts lessons this term.   The Art Show  

will be Monday 25th June in the Library 

from 5:30pm – 6:30 pm. Wine and  

cheese will be provided. 

 

Thank you Mrs Geiger  

   

 

 

MACKILLOP SIGN IN / SIGN OUT PROCEDURES 
 
MacKillop now has a new sign in system for parents and visitors to 
the school. 
 
All visitors are now required to sign in and out via a laptop in the 
office, where you will then be issued with a barcoded sticker. 
 
Please ask office staff for assistance if needed when you first use 
this system. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is held at St Joseph’s Church on 

the 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Saturday 6pm Mass and 1

st
 & 3

rd
 Sunday 9am Mass 

of the month during school term and also at St Brendan’s church 

on 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Sunday7:30am  Masses of the Month. 

 



 
Prep J Spencer Hamann 

 For your sensational efforts when working on 
activities using letters and sounds.  You are 
always keen to do these skills.  Proud of your 
achievements. 

 Isabella Hanrahan 
 What a super writer you are!  You have been 

making a super effort when writing in your 
scrapbook.  Great to see Isabella. 

1P Aislinn-Maree Abell 
 Your writing stamina is improving all the time. I 

have been very impressed with the way that you 
have been trying to include more information when 
we are writing our descriptions of the Lost Island 
characters. Awesome effort Aislinn!  

 Lachlan Biggin 
 Your Show and Tell presentation was very 

thoroughly prepared and well presented. You 
shared some interesting facts about your dinosaur 
and you had a fabulous picture to illustrate your 
ideas. Super work Lachlan!  

2D Brae DeWaard 
 Brae, you created six very different ways to make 

$5 using coins.  It was great seeing you use a 
mixture of dollars and cents.  Awesome work 
Brae! 

 Slater Smith 
 Slater, I was very impressed with your beautiful 

handwriting in your Religion book.  You have been 
working hard to make your writing smaller and fit 
neatly in the red and blue lines.  Your picture you 
drew to match your writing was your best work. 

2N Xavier Hopton 
 Congratulations on being the Student of the Week 

Xavier, you have completed your Daily Five 
Activities quickly and with care. You are working 
very well in Reading Groups and your reading is 
getting stronger every week. Keep up the great 
work.  Well done! 

 Gabrielle Mavroleon 
 Congratulations Gabrielle, you have worked very 

well in Mathematics this week; you were able to 
work out all the number patterns. I am impressed 
with your persistence to work hard until you are 
finished. Well done!   

3CR Tavis Abell 
 For your amazing efforts in writing this week!  You 

confidently wrote a paragraph on Indigenous 
culture unassisted and we were all very proud of 
you!  Keep up the great effort, Tavis! 

 Breanna McLachlan 
 For the wonderful effort you put into all of your 

school work, every day!  This week in particular, 
your geography mapping task was completed to a 
very high standard.  You could confidently label 
Australia’s neighbouring countries and shade the 
different temperature zones. Excellent work, 
Breanna! 

4C Carys Laflamme 
 Carys, WOW!  I can see all the effort that you 

have been using in Maths.  You are doing so 
great!  You have learnt to use strategies to help 
you with your divide by problems.  Keep up the 
great work. 

 Brinley Smith 
 Brinley, it is wonderful to see you staying on task 

and putting so much effort into your writing and 
Maths.  Keep up the great work. 

4M Eva Hooper 
 For developing your own unique writing style.  You 

have a lively imagination and write stories with 
feeling and expression.  It is great to see your 
willingness to draft and redraft them just to get 
them right.  Well done Eva! 

 Gracie Norman 
 Gracie, you are always ready, always prepared 

and always give 110% to everything you do.  You 
are also one of the first to check in with someone 
who might be sad or needing help and you try 
your best to solve their problems.  Your actions 
and attitude make you a wonderful role model for 
all of us at MacKillop. 

5K Luke Devitt 
 I was so impressed to see your confidence grow 

this term.  You confidently led the class through a 
thoughtful and relaxing meditation.  Very proud 
Luke!  Well done! 

 Rory Franklin 
 For accomplishing 100% this term for both spelling 

and number facts tests.  You are a studious 
person who enjoys being challenged. 

6PG Chelsea Kitchin 
 For your effort this week in trying to remain more 

focused on working independently.  You are 
actively trying to resist distractions in order to 
complete set tasks to the best of your ability.  
Great effort, Chelsea! 

 Paige Roscher 
 For your increased motivation in Mathematics 

lessons.  I commend you on the way you are 
participating in class discussions when learning 
new concepts.  You are offering answers and 
‘having a go’ – displaying your ‘growth mindset!’  
Awesome effort, Paige! 

6R Jude Ackerman 
 You did an amazing job both sharing your 

mathematical ideas and ‘inking your thinking’ to 
solve our open-ended problem in Maths.  You 
could draw a diagram, create a table of values and 
a rule to clearly arrive at your solutions. 

 Lawson Darmanin 
 I loved your use of scientific language when you 

explained what you knew during our ‘Change 
Detectives’ Science unit.  You also used fantastic 
scientific language when you delivered your oral 
presentation on ‘Virtual Reality’.  Your 
appreciation for Science is wonderful! 

PE Award Ella Berrigan 
 For your outstanding effort in athletics training this 

week.  Well done Ella! 
 Aaron Peever 
 For your outstanding effort in athletics training this 

week.  Well done Aaron! 
Principal’s 

Award 
 
Hugo Barwick 

 In recognition of the lovely manners you use at all 
times and the way you wear your uniform with 
pride.  Thank you! 

 
               
  
 June 12 Sara Reid 
  15 Georgia Headland 
  15 Dawson Richardson 
  16 Lily McGuiness 
  17 Dana Guley 
   
 

 



 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

LOST PROPERTY 
 

These items below have been handed in as lost property. If they  
 

   belong to your child, please see the admin staff in the office  
 

to collect them. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri 15/06 Kacey Richardson 
  HELP NEEDED PLEASE  
  
   Wed  20/06 Alex Shuttlewood 
  HELP NEEDED PLEASE 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 

 
 

JUNE SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
 LASAGNA and GARLIC BREAD $5.00 per serve 

 
 

Blueberry and American Choc Chip muffins are currently available in 
the tuckshop for $1.50 ea. 

 

 
 

Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 
and remember to write your child’s name and class on 

 their bag so their lunch goes into the correct box. 

 

ATHLETICS DAY CANTEEN 
 

Our Athletics Carnival will be held on Monday 18
th

 June. The 
canteen will open from 10am until 12.30pm and will 
operate on a walk in, cash only basis while stocks last. As such, 
students will not be required to place their lunch orders in paper 
bags on the day. 

 
MENU 

 
Sausage on bread  $2 
Bacon & Egg burger  $5 
Travel Pies   $3 

                        Cookies             50c ea 
                        Drinks (poppa juice & water)          $2 
 
Helpers are required from 9am on the day for cooking the BBQ and 
serving food. We are looking for volunteers to fill 1/2hr time slots, 

however any assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Please contact Jo Oliver on 0413 672 920 

 
CENT SALE & RAFFLE PRIZES 

 

We are starting to collect cent sale and raffle prizes for our fete this 
year.  If you wish to make a donation please drop them off at the 
office. If you own a business this may be a great way to promote it. 
 

P&F MINUTES 

The MacKillop website has been updated with the latest P & F 
minutes. They can be found under the Parents and Friends tab. If 
you are interested please take a look. 

DATE CLAIMERS 

25
th

 June – Art Show 

If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box.  Alternatively you can email your suggestions to 
secretarymackillop@gmail.com  Remember to check out the 
MacKillop P & F page on the website where you can find our 
contact details and the latest meeting minutes.   

http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 

Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 

mailto:secretarymackillop@gmail.com


 

YEAR 2N SOCIAL 

Please join Year 2N at Kidz Life Play Centre for a 
morning of fun! 

FRIDAY 22 JUNE at 9.30am 

(This is a Pupil Free Day) 

Please contact Jodie on 0487 285 216 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



VACATION CARE PROGRAM 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



MACKILLOP ATHLETICS CARNIVAL - SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (approx. times only) 

Time Prep – Year 2 

 

2010/2009 

(8/9years) 

Boys/Girls 

 

2008 

(10years) 

Girls  

 

2007 

(11years) 

Girls 

 

2008 / 2007  

(10/11years) 

Boys  

 

2006 / 2005 

(12/13years) 

Boys / Girls  

 

9:00 Welcome, March Past and War Cry  

 

9:05 

 

Ball Games & Novelty 

events  

 

800m Finals  

9:40 

 

60m Sprints Finals  

& Relays  

 

Novelty Events / Ball 

Games  

 

Shot put  

 

Long Jump 

 

Watch races and snack   Discus  

 

10:15 

 

60m Sprints Finals Shot Put   

 

Novelty Events / Ball 

games  

 

Discus 

 

Long Jump 

 

Watch races and snack  

10:40 Ball Games & Novelty 

events 

 

 

200m Heats and Finals 

11:20 Lunch (20 mins) Depending on time  

 

11:40 80m & 100 m Sprints  

Heats and Finals  

12:40 1500m / Straight relays (Year 3-6)  

 

1:00  

Prep – Year 2 will go 

back to classrooms after 

lunch  

Snack  

 

Long Jump  

 

Ball Games / Novelty 

Events 

Discus 

 

Shot put  

 

 

1:35 Long Jump 

 

Discus   

 

Snack  Shot put 

 

Novelty Events / Ball 

games  

 

2:10 Discus 

 

Snack  Shot Put  

 

Ball Games / Novelty 

Events  

Long Jump  

 

 

2:45 Presentations and clean up 

 

 

 



 

 


